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Some questions are good to ask throughout our lifetime. One of 

those questions is ñWhat do I want to become as I grow up . . . as a 

disciple of Jesus?ò  This question is also at the very heart of our   

congregationôs mission statement. 

 Back in October we were invited to ask what we want to become, 

as individuals and as members of a congregation, of  followers of  

Jesus.  A picture offered to us was  ñA Tree of Life.ò  Every family 

was given at least one Pin Oak tree to plant as a symbol of this    

spiritual journey of growing into strong oak trees that give life back 

to the world around them. 

We were invited to move from an ñacornò to an ñacorn-producing 

tree,ò through stages of caution, seeking, committing, maturing, and 

leading.  These pictures are found in almost every room in our   

building and on the walls of the sanctuary worship space. 

 

What do I want to become as I grow upéas a disciple of Jesus? 

 

I will be asking this question of myself and of us as a congregation 

this month through a sermon series that takes each of the stages in the 

journey as a point worth pondering.  I invite you to join me on this 

experience of learning and soul searching. 
 

Iôm glad to be on this journey with you! 
 

                                                      Grace and peace, 

                                        Ben  

January 2010 

Lone Oak United Methodist Church  

The Branch  
Growing Disciples of Jesus Through Prayer, Worship, Study, Witness, & Service 
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Linda Swearingen 
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Devida King  
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Ardeth Sneddon  

Secretary 

Cyndi Stephens 

office@loneoakumc.org 

Website: 

www.loneoakumc.org  

What do you want to become as you grow up . . . 

              . . . as a  disciple of Jesus? 
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COMMUNION  
OFFERING   

This monthõs Communion offerings  

are used by the General Board of 

Global Ministries and the         

General Board of Church and      

Society to fund projects developed 

to create better human relationships. 

The Mission of  

Lone Oak United  

Methodist Church  

is to grow as disciples  

of Jesus Christ through  

Prayer, Worship , Study ,  

Witness , and Service. 

We invite all persons to join  

us on this journey. 

SHARE THE LIGHT! 

PCM project for January 

and February is  

Light Bulbs. 

75 and 100 watt light 

bulbs are needed to help 

this ministry help others. 

You may place them in 

the large box  

in the foyer. 

PCM 
Gracious God, as the roots of a tree spread out in 

darkest soil, let me spread out into the darkness of my 

own life to see what is nourishing me there. Help me 

trust your presence as I dig deep into the darkness of 

my self to find both the clods of unhealthiness that 

need to be broken up, and the gems of goodness that 

need to be praised.   Remind me that there is nothing to 

fear when I face myself squarely, for always in the 

mystery of my own being, the tracks of your love are 

visible. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Journey 

11 

 

Mrs. Alice Ashburn  Mr. & Mrs. Jack (Fran) Gillespie 

120 Nolan Drive 248 Pepper Lane 

Paducah, KY 42003 Paducah, KY 42001 

554-9991 554-2656 

Birthday - March 29 Birthday - Fran April 19  

 Birthday - Jack January 28 
 

Ms. Norma Jean Kirks Mrs. Anita Padgett   

1610 North Friendship Road 140 North Friendship Road 

Paducah, KY 42001 Paducah, KY 42001 

554-1948 554-2431 

Birthday - November 15 Birthdayɬ June 17 
 

Mrs. Eva Groves Mr. & Mrs. Charlie (Jacquie) Pope 

Legacy Solano Care Center 231 Pepper Lane 

4747 Alben Barkley Drive Paducah, KY 42001 

Paducah, KY 42001 554-1699 

534-0620 Birthday - Charlie July 24  

Birthday - September 12 Birthday - Jacquie September 6 

 

Mrs. Betty Crawford   

Superior Care Home  

3100 Clay St., Room 205  

Paducah, KY 42001  

442-6884  

Birthday - June 26   
 

Mrs. Emma Nell Steele  

Hickory Woods  

Retirement Center 

84 Utterback Road 

Murray, KY 42071 

270-767-8934 or  

270-757-8700 

Birthday - July 27 
 

Ann Wyatt  

4045 Cleary Drive 

Paducah, KY 42001 

554-1370 

Keep in touch with those who cannot be with us each week: 

Archie Swearingen 
Metropolis Nursing & Rehab  
2299 Metropolis St. 
Metropolis UL 62968 
618-524-2634 

Donõt forget to 

share the light (bulbs)! 
75 & 100 watt 

75w 

100w 

FOR 
PCM! 
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Many thanks to Anita Padgett for teaching 

and guiding me through my formative years, 

for being encouraging and supportive as I 

said yes to new opportunities throughout my 

Christian journey and always showing love, 

even when I may not have been so lovable.  

Cheryl Vaughn 

   My heartfelt thanks goes to all of the òsilentó workers among 
us. You quietly and faithfully perform tasks around the church 
that many of us take for granted and rarely, if ever, think 
about. Thank you for making the coffee on Sunday morning, 
preparing the elements for communion, changing the altar 
cloths, weeding the flower beds, setting the chairs up in the 
sanctuary, counting the money, filling the candle with oil. The 
list goes on and on. I am sure there are jobs that I do not realize 
are being done.  Your willingness to give your time means a 
great deal to me. Thank you so very much! Ann Davis 

My extreme thanks to my Volunteers! 
Ginger, Mary, Jackie, and Dolly, I 
couldnõt get it all done without you! 
You are my super heroes -- you are 
òwonder women!ó   Cyndi Stephens 

Keep in touch with 

our missionaries in 

Thailand.  

Take some time to 

read and respond 

to their blog.  

You can also 

donate to their 

mission online or 

through the church. 

msmorrissey.blogspot.com  

thailandumc@gmail.com 

We would like to thank and recognize the Open Door Sunday 
School Class. They are awesome! Anytime we need help with anything, 
they are always there for us;  whether it is pitching in to help with 
Family Kitchen or baking desserts, we never have to ask twice.  And if 
you are looking for a Sunday School class to join, we invite you to 
visit. Stephen & Leslie Ballard 

An 

of 

. . . Continued from page 9 

Donõt forget to share the 

light (bulbs)! 
75 & 100 watt 

75

100

FOR 

PCM! 

January 10th will be the first 

meeting of 2010 for our 

youth. We want to thank Alice and 

Jimmy Kiser for their leadership over the past 4 years as 

youth coordinators.  In the new year we welcome Lynne, 

Don and Megan Taylor as our new youth coordinators. 

UMYF UMYF 
NEWS NEWS 
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An 
of 

??? 

Who have YOU 

thanked today? 

Due to lack of space, this edition of The Branch could not possibly contain all the gratitude of the church 

leadership for our fellow church members. Therefore, this column will be continued throughout the coming months.  

åI thank my God upon every remembrance of you . . .æ  Paul 

   Thank you, Choir, for the many hours you put in on music that blesses so many, especially me. You are all so 
wonderful to work with! 
   There½s an old saying:  ºlittle things mean a lot.»  There are two people (among many) who I would like to thank 
for the ºlittle things» they add to my work and my life. 
   Nancy Johnston is a long time choir member. By watching the expression on her face during our anthems, you 
can see that her message comes from the heart. Nancy takes on the huge task of caring for our robes, and always 
adds something extra special to everything she does. She is a true angel. 
  Don Taylor is another person who has given so many ºlittles» that they have added up over time. He has taken 
on the task of researching the 
scripture for our weekly anthems to 
help make them more meaningful. He 
has an easy going personality and is 
always willing to help. Don is also a 
wonderful Christian role model. 
   Just two of the many blessings in 
our group of gifted and talented 
musicians. Thanks for all you do!  
Beth Palmer 

  I have always admired Sherry Golightlyõs generous, caring spirit and her willingness to speak her 
mind and follow through with action. One Sunday, as part of a series on stewardship, I shared 

with the congregation how I was first invited to attend vacation Bible school by Miss Viola, the 

organist of a tiny church in Arkansas. Miss Viola brought me up in the church and became my role 

model for service and devotion. 

  After hearing the story, Sherry wrote Miss Viola a letter thanking her for the impact she made 

on my life and how she had touched others through me. I canõt express how moved I was when 

Sherry showed me the letter and Miss Violaõs reply. Thank you, Sherry. Donna Chu 

   As Liturgist and Chair of the Finance Committee, I share a unique 
connection with our pastor, Ben Boone. I have not always been  
prepared or able to do the jobs as I would want, but Ben has been  
there to support and pick me up when I needed it. His practical 
assistance, as well as his spiritual guidance has enabled me to  
continue my journey toward becoming a more faithful servant at 
LOUMC.   I greatly appreciate having Ben along side me as we 
serve out our Mission together. Thank you, Ben.  Wayne Golightly 

   Choir, Thank you for all the beautiful music!  Kristen Watts, 
you are doing such a great job with Children's Church. The 

children are so lucky to have you! Thank you. Nora Graybeal, 
thank you for your honest opinions and your help when I need it!  

Jennie Beth Morehead 

See more  

on page 9! 
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Sermon Series 

Traveling Beyond Bethlehem- The Discipleship Journey 
 

January 3 Food for the Journey John 2:1-12 

 Celebration of Holy Communion 
 

January 10 I Donôt Know about This Genesis 3:1-15, Acts 9:1-22 

 Service for the Reaffirmation of Faith & Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

January 17 Becoming a Seeker John 3:1-17 

 Installation of Leaders for 2010 
 

January 24 In the Company of the Committed  Acts:6:1-7 
 

January 31 M is for Maturing Acts 10:1-43 
 

February 7 L is for Leading Acts 8:26-40 

What in the world is this service about? 

Around the second Sunday in January, 

when we recall the baptism of Jesus, 

Methodist folks participate in a worship 

service that encourages renewing our faith 

commitments. 

This service provides a time in which we 

may reconsider our vows and promises 

made or reaffirmed at our own baptism or 

when we joined the church. 

It is an opportunity for each one to 

renew commitments, refocus priorities, and 

affirm again those faith promises that keep us 

growing and serving Christ in the world.  

We all need times to renew commitments 

and reaffirm why they are important to us, 

even when we have difficulty living up to 

the commitments weõve made. If they were 

easily kept, they probably wouldnõt amount 

to much. Be sure to take advantage of this 

service on January 10, 2010 

A  

Service  

of 

Reaffirmation  

and  

Renewal  

of  

Baptismal  

Vows 

What is your 

witness for 

God today?  

How will you 

show God to 

someone 

tomorrow?  

Donõt forget to share the light 

(bulbs)! 

75 & 100 watt 

75w 

100w 

FOR 

PCM! 
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Didnõt see your name here?   

Write a note of thanks to a fellow church member or group who has touched your life recently.  

You can email it to: office@loneoakumc.org, leave it on the secretaryõs desk,  

or call the church office (270-554-1272) between 9:00am and 3:00pm.  

An 

of 

. . . continued from pg. 3 

We would like to thank the Youth 
of LOUMC for sharing their 

Sundays with us. You are a truly 
special group of young ladies and 

men who made our time as 
UMYF coordinators educational 

as well as a lot of FUN! We 
know you will continue to make 
us and the church proud.  Jimmy 

& Alice Kiser 

   I would like to say ­thank you® to 
Steve Ballard. I have witnessed his 
commitment to growing in faith and it 
shows in his care and compassion for 
others.   Don Brown 

   Thanks to the students in the Pre - School/Kindergarten 
Sunday School Class. You enrich my life with your energy, 
your readiness to learn, and your sometimes amazing 
comments.  
    Aiden, Charisma, Hugo, Natalie, Alex, Jacob, and Van 
have all been an important part of my life this year. When 
you ask to say the closing prayer, eagerly say your 
memorized Bible verse, or recite all the books of the 
Bible it makes me smile. Even though some of you are now 
enjoyed by a different teacher, you all have meant so much 
to me this year. I pray we will continue to be a part of 
each other½s lives as you grow in faith. Sandra Burnett 

I greatly appreciate the people I see each Sunday during 
church and Sunday School. Your kind words give me a lot 
of comfort and add a measure of stability to my week.   
Richard Black 

I am extremely grateful for 
the Lone Oak Choir and 
Handbell Choir. Your 
devotion and faithfulness 
multiply your musical gifts 
for my worship.  Bro. Ben 

I want to say thanks to Bill and 
Mary Ann Freels for helping with 
the Wednesday night dinners. You 

do a great job and are much 
appreciated. Sherry Golightly 

   Don Brown, as I have gone through this (and previous years), with its 
opportunities and realizations for growth, I have been thankful always for the 
brotherhood we share. You are forever leading me to new insights, opening doors 
and inviting me in. Thank you for walking beside me on this journey.   Ken Davis. 

We^q¥p vlro 
Gr-Attitude 

today?! 

Keep 

Reading! 
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Christian Unity Week  

Prayer Service and Reception 
 

Join area churches for this ecumenical prayer service with 

music provided by the combined choirs.  Monday, January 

ƕƜȮɯƖƔƕƔɯÈÛɯƚȯƗƔɯ×ÔȭɯÈÛɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯ/ÈÙÐÚÏȭɯɯ ɯɯÙÌÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÓÓɯ

ÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÉàɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚȭ 

Outreach Ministry 

By Steve & Leslie Ballard 

As part of the Outreach 

Ministry, last month several 

members of the church went 

to Reelfoot Rural Ministry to 

deliver food that was collected 

in a recent food drive. Joan 

Washam, Ben and Ann Boone, Bob and Margaret Parrish, jack and Ann Boss, Don and Rita 

Brown, as well as   ourselves, delivered the food and took a tour of the facilities. Not only 

does Reelfoot help with food needs, they also have a daycare facility, a thrift store, and an 

on-site dental clinic. If you would like more information on Reelfoot Rural Ministries,   

contact Joan Washam, our church representative. 

LOUMC served Family Kitchen on December 13th. We had a great group of volunteers: 

Ann Boone, Wayne and Sherry Golightly, Alan and Nancy Sanders, Josh and Lauren     

Ballard, Katherine Ballard, Robbie Thomas and Sharon Schoenthaler. We served over 50 

people and had approximately 30 take-outs.  We had planned on 100 meals, so the food that 

was leftover was taken to River City Mission. Lots of hungry people were fed! 

Donõt forget to 

share the light 

(bulbs)! 

75 & 100 watt 

75w 

100w 

FOR 

PCM! 
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Join Us for 

Wednesday Night Supper! 
 

Wednesday night suppers at 
LOUMC are a great time for good 

food, good friends, & good 
conversation.   

 

Meals will resume on  

January 6, 2010 
5:30 - 6:30 P.M. 

 

Take note of price changes for the  

beginning of the new year: 

§ Children under 4 Free 

§ Children 4-6 $2.00 

§ Children and Youth 7-17 $3.00 

§ Full-time Students over 17 $4.00 

§ Adults $6.00 

§ Family of 3 or more $15.00 
 

Join us around the table on 
Wednesday nights! 

January Menus 

January 6 
Bacon-Wrapped Chicken Breast 

     w/Mushroom Gravy 
Wild Rice 

Mixed Vegetables 
Salad 
Rolls 

Dessert 
 

January 13 
Meatloaf 

Mashed Potatoes 
Blackeyed Peas 

Salad 
Cornbread 

Dessert 
 

January 20 
Pulled BBQ Pork 

Baked Beans 
Potato Salad 

Bread 
Dessert 

 

January 27 
Swiss Steak & Gravy 

Mashed Potatoes 
Sweet Corn 

Salad 
Bread 

Dessert 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

                  

 1    2   

 HAPPY NEW 

YEAR! 

      

            

                             

  3    4    5    6    7    8    9   

              5:30 Church Dinner  
7:00pm Bible Study  

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal  

   1:30pm Covenant Group            

                                          

                             

  10    11    12    13    14    15    16   

  2:00pm SPRC District 

Training  
           5:30pm Church Dinner  

7:00pm Bible Study  

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal  

   1:30pm Covenant Group            

                                          

                             

  17    18    19    20    21    22    23   

      6:30pm Christian Unity  
Prayer Service- St.John's  
7:00pm Ava Sanderson 

Circle  

   10:00am Wesleyan  

Circle  
   5:30pm Church Dinner  

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal  

7:00pm Bible Study  

   1:30pm Covenant Group            

                                          

                             

  24    25    26    27    28    29    30   

              5:30pm Church Dinner  
7:00pm Bible Study  

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal  

   1:30pm Covenant Group            

                                          

                 

  31   

     

      

January 2010  

1 Charles Patterson 

 Larry Crews 

2 Timera Cunningham 

 Rita Brown  

8 Samatha Lech 

9 Adam Clarke 

 Joe Lech 

10  Nelda McDaniel 

11  Janis Mason 

13  Jeannie Suhrheinrich 

19  Megan Dodson 

23 Devida King 

 Nancy Johnston 

24  Mike Parrish 

25  Marian Muir 

26 Stephen Lech 

28  Ryan Shather 

 

Happy Birthday!  

Do you find a mistake on 

this list? Please call the 

church office to make 

corrections. 554-1272 

Thank you! 
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